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Fill in the following sheet with your opening paragraph for your paper.  This is a rough draft and should be something that you see as a work in progress.  Follow the guidelines below which came from an earlier packet this semester.   Be sure statements and information is specific and clear.  Be sure to get the signature on the bottom of worksheet so I can match it with the one I have on file.
The Thesis

Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported with specific evidence.

The thesis statement usually appears at the end of the first paragraph of a paper.

Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper.

A good way to write a thesis is to use a word(s) such as “because” or “as a result of” or some other expression because is tells the reader “why” not just “what”.

Example of an argumentative thesis statement:

High school graduates should be required to take a year off to pursue community service projects before entering college in order to increase their maturity and global awareness.
The paper that follows should:
Present an argument and give evidence to support the claim that students should pursue community projects before entering college

The umbrella effect: Thesis over evidence
Writing the Opening Paragraph

The opening paragraph should begin with an introduction.  It could be a story, or a set of facts that lead the reader into your answer/thesis. It does not need to be too long because the only part that really matters is the thesis.  Writing it well, however, puts the reader in the right frame of mind to read the rest of your essay.
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I can attest that I read and helped my son or daughter with their introduction paragraph and I discussed with them what book(s) they have read which are due to be finished for our final book club meeting on April 27th.    The final paper of 3-5 pages is due May 21st.
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